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SG candidates address
platforms, student apathy
Josh Dawsey

ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

Gamecocks win
Muldrow steps up as key
scorer alongside Downey
and Raley-Ross.

See page 11

The Mix Tape
F o r Va l e n t i n e’s D a y,
check out these original,
homemade gift ideas that
won’t make your holiday
seem mainstream.

USC students are frustrated with
Student Government’s bickering and
lack of results, said those running
for the organization’s top offices in
the annual Greene Street executive
debate Wednesday afternoon.
But how to remedy the negative
stigma with a sagging budget and
growing discontent — both inside
and outside the organization — were
hotly debated by five presidential
candidates and three vice presidential
candidates.
Chairs blew over, koozies f lew
across the concrete pavement, and
banners soared over the Greene
Street wall as blustery winds and
near-freezing temperatures lowered
turnout and left those in the street
hudd led u nder jacket s. Most ly
in attendance at the debate were
campaign staffs, but a few students
dropped in before scurrying off to
class.
The only candidate not debating
was Kate Allison, who is currently
studying abroad in London.
“Lines of communication have
been broken,” VP candidate Taylor
Cain said. “It’s time to visit student
organizations, it’s time for the Senate
to stop bickering and start working,
and it’s time for us to stop writing
self-legislation and produce real
results.”
Her comments were echoed by
almost every candidate. VP candidate
Buddy Ballew said most organizations
aren’t even aware of SG’s work
outside of stories in The Daily
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Candidates for Student Government offices gather on Greene Street for
speeches and debates, promoting their platforms in the near-freezing weather.

Election funds cut

See page 7

Finance reform bill limits
spending during campaign

It’s a Wunderful Life
Carolina’s
first lady
Jenny Sanford parades
her troubles
on her book
tour, ruining
the image
of her as
Michael
a strong
woman.
Wunderlich
Third-year
broadcast
journalism
student
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Gamecock. Presidential candidate
Drew K irchhofer pointed to low
voter turnout last year and a “Who
Cares?” banner on Greene Street’s
wall near campaign posters as signs
the organization is steadily losing
focus.
But the negative stereotypes of
a dormant organization don’t have
to continue, K irchhofer said. If
leaders in the organization chart a
clear agenda and then accomplish it,
students will begin believing in the
organization, he said.
He wants to take the CarolinaCard
off campus, find parking solutions
and lower textbook prices.
“These are the things students
make clear every year they want
fixed,” he said. “If we fix these things,
people’s perceptions will change.”
The one-hour debate’s format was
identical to last year’s. Candidates
gave one-minute opening statements
before answering a randomly drawn
question from moderator and former
SG President Tommy Preston. Each
candidate was then allowed to fire a
question at another candidate. The
eight then closed with a one-minute
statement.
Most candidates used their opening
statements to introduce themselves
and briefly discuss their platforms,
and the questions pre-written by the
Elections Commission didn’t seem
to challenge the candidates. But the
debate turned terse when candidates
were allowed to grill other questions
on issues.
Ballew asked Cain why she spent
$3,000 for her Freshman Council
ret reat i n t he m idst of budget
shortfalls. She said the retreat was
cheaper than others in recent history,
but admitted the organization could
Debate ● 2
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USC’s athletic department pushes projects despite recession.

$200 million in renovations
estimated for athletic village
Plan includes new tennis,
softball facilities
Paige Kirby

STAFF WRITER

Gamecock athletic fans have
something new to look forward
to next football season besides
top recruit Marcus Lattimore .
The at hlet ics department has
plans to start construction on the
outdated 1960s-era Roost area,
changing it into a multi-million
dollar athletics village.
The $200 million plan includes
a new park ing garage, tennis
courts and an administration/
c o ac he s s upp or t bu i ld i n g.
A lt hou g h t he r e c e s s io n h a s
slowed the pace of construction,
at hlet ic director Eric Hy man
pl a n s t o pu s h f or w a rd w it h
t he depart ment’s f irst capital
campaign.
“Fundraising is relationships
and timing,” Hyman said . “And
timing is a challenge.”
T he f i r s t e v ide nc e of t he
ne w at h le t ic s v i l l a g e i s t he
construction that has workers
ripping out the stands, courts,

fences a nd net s at t he men’s
ten n is cou r t s i n a n ef for t to
m a ke way for a 368 - space
parking garage. In addition, a $19
million athletics administration
and coaches bu ilding w ill go
next to the recently completed
$13 m il l ion Dod ie A nderson
Academic Enrichment Center.
A $4.6 million tennis facility
will also be built on the former
site of Sarge Fr ye Field . The
parking deck should be done by
the end of this year, while the
men’s and women’s tennis teams
mu st wa it u nt i l Spr i ng 2011
season before their new facility
is completed. For now, the teams
are using the Maxcy Gregg courts
this year.
I n a dd it io n t o a l l of t h i s
construction, USC also wants
to spend $16.6 million on the
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e f o r t he ne x t
phase of the re-developed Roost
area . This includes a basketball
practice facility, a spring sports
training facility and renovated
stadiums for track and softball.
The athletics department also
had plans in the mix to improve
Athletics ● 2

St udent body elec t ions a re a
pricey thing, but they got a little bit
cheaper Wednesday night.
USC’s St udent Senate passed
a campaig n f inance reform bill
limiting each candidate to $1,500
in spending during the election.
It p a s s e d 17- 8 , m a k i n g S out h
Carolina the last SEC school to
have campaign fi nance regulations.
Candidates can now only spend
$1,000 during the general election
and $500 during the run-off.
“One thing that keeps people out
of SG is the perception you have to
spend thousands of dollars to get
executive office,” said Sen. A lan
Tauber. “Even if you can’t raise
$1,500, you know your opponent
can’t spend more than that.”
The rules will go into effect next
year. They don’t just limit what
candidates can spend of their own

money. Any gift must be counted
toward the total, and candidates
must provide receipts of expenses.
A fter talk ing wit h ot her SEC
schools, Tauber said the legislation
was a no-brainer. Candidates can
currently spend as much as they
want during the elections season,
giving a wealthy candidate a distinct
advantage in promotional materials.
But some sa id t he Senate
shouldn’t be worrying about how
much candidates choose to spend
on elections.
“ It g o e s ag a i n s t my not ion ;
everyone should be able to raise or
spend as much money as they want,”
Sen. Lee Cole said. “We shouldn’t
be putting arbitrary restrictions
on how much money people can
spend.”
Sen. A n na Heck sher said she
thought setting an arbitrary amount
isn’t fair. In an election like this
year where almost each race has
multiple candidates, it costs more to
campaign, she said.
“But I’m completely open to
being proven wrong,” Hecksher
said.
Funding ● 2
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Sen. Alan Tauber’s campaign finance reform bill passed Wednesday with a vote
of 17-8. The bill receives mixed responses from seasoned senators.
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Credit unions grow stronger
Alternative to traditional bank
offers control to its members
Paige Kirby

STAFF WRITER

Banks have been the center of attention
in the news lately, but what hasn’t been in
the news is an organization that might be a
better alternative to a bank: a credit union.
Many are confused about the differences
between banks and credit unions, not even
knowing about credit unions at all.
“I d id n’t even k now t here was a n
alternative to banks,” said Allison Lukacic,
a third-year exercise science student.
The first major difference is that credit
unions are member-owned.
“This means that if you have an account
at a credit union, you’re a part owner in the
enterprise. This means that credit union
employees are more likely to treat you with
respect and take the time to treat you with
respect, rather than just another person
walking through the door,” said Karen
Keisler, member services representative
with 1st Cooperative Federal Credit Union
on Knox Abbott Drive.
At credit unions, people who use their
financial services are “members” rather
than “customers.” W hile many banks
such as Wells-Fargo or Bank of America
are national chains, credit unions serve
a part icular group or neighborhood.
Many people prefer this because it has
a hometown feel, rather than the strict
structure of a corporate bank.
T he second bigge st d if ference is
the way each financial organization is
run. Banks are federally insured by the
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation.
A paid board of directors makes all of the
decisions for the bank, which are profitdriven and are less concerned about each
individual customer.
A nyone, reg a rd le s s of geolog ic a l
location, can open an account within
a bank, and customers do not have any
voting privileges or decision-mak ing
power wit hin t he inst it ut ion. Credit
unions are the opposite.
“Since credit unions are not-for-profit
organizations; all of the profits incurred
by the credit union go directly to the
members after paying all overhead costs,”

Keri Goff / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Several turn to credit unions, embracing
the democracy in these organizations.
Keisler said.
Cred it u n ions a re i nsu red by t he
National Credit Union Administration
and are democratically controlled by their
members. Members of the bank elect the
Board of Directors for a credit union, and
because each member is a part owner, they
have more say in how the union is run.
There is also a difference in the services
provided by a credit union and a bank
as well. Because a bank is a much larger
corporation, they can offer more services
and are often more accessible to customers.
For example, if you live in Connecticut
and have an account with Wachovia, you
can withdraw money on campus. Credit
unions offer a much more limited range
of resources that include only low-interest
loans and savings accounts. However,
with their budding popularity they have
begun expanding their services to include
checking accounts, IRA’s and credit cards.
Many credit u nions worldw ide of fer
student loans, small business loans and
mortgages.
Of the nation’s 90 million people who
are members of credit unions, almost a
third of those people have an account at a
bank as well. Perhaps you wanted to have
a checking account that you can access all
over the country, as well as a one-year CD
to hold savings. Having an account at a
bank for checking and having a CD with a
credit union can do this, and you get the
best of both worlds.
Comments on this story?
E-mail sagcknew@mailbox.sc.edu

Debate ● Continued from 1
have saved money.
“I think having [the retreat] on campus is a
great idea for the future,” Cain said.
Presidential candidate Justin Cromer asked
candidate SG Vice President Alex Stroman
why he hadn’t already fi xed problems in the
organization he now says need remedies.
Stroman said a new turn signal entering
the Greek Village and wireless Internet across
campus were products of his work in office.
Presidential candidate Ebbie Yazdani asked
candidate Patrick Olson why he left SG after
only serving one year on Freshman Council.
“I was really frustrated with SG and
Freshman Council,” Olson said. “I can feel
the tension up here on the stage. I want to get
rid of the tension and bring new ideas and new
energy to the University.”
Almost every candidate agreed outreach
should be the organization’s biggest goal in
the next year. Cromer, who led SG’s Blitz
Week initiative last fall, said tangible solutions
come from student input.
“When students talk to us, we know how to
start fi xing their problems,” Cromer said. “I
want to say I left a legacy for students, that I
worked for them.”
The quick one-minute answers didn’t give
much time for candidates to elaborate on
platform points, but only to graze the surface
of their campaigns.
VP Candidate Steve Vereen said Healthy
Carolina can reach out to more students
through the VIP Web site. He also said he
wants to see a push for more recycling at USC
sporting events.
Preston and current Student Body President
Meredith Ross said they weren’t surprised at
the criticism the candidates leveled at SG.
“That’s what campaign season is good for,”
Ross said. “It’s when you can figure out how to
fix things for the future.”
Comments on this story?
E-mail sagcknew@mailbox.sc.edu

Athletics ● Continued from 1
the area around WilliamsBr ice St ad iu m, so t hat
everyone can enjoy the venue.
USC is taking over the lease
for the Farmers’ Market for
$15 million on July 1 and
plans on tearing it down to
build a tree-lined, grassy
oasis instead of the mix of
concrete structures.
Hy ma n wou ld l i ke to

Keri Goff / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

SG candidates meet with students on Greene
Street.
model t he su r rou nd i ng
a rea of W i l l ia m s-Br ice
after the Keeneland Race
Track in Lexington, Ky.,
a nd t he G r ove o n Ole
M is s’s c a mpu s. Hy m a n
would like t he area
surrounding the stadium
to feel like an extension of
USC’s beautiful campus,
rat her t ha n a removed,
industrial, concrete
ju ngle. I n t he f ut u re,

Think your car’s making a
funny noise?
Need to learn how to
change a flat?

Student Government can help.....
• Leaders are planning a free “Fix Your
Car” seminar for Wednesday, March 3 in
the Pendleton Street garage. They’re getting
mechanics and police officers to spend an
afternoon helping students diagnose their car
problems.

“I saw a light come on in my car and the only
thing I knew to tell my dad was that it looked
like a submarine,” Student Body President
Meredith Ross said. “So I’ll definitely be there.”
• More details will be released on the
program in the upcoming weeks.

Hyman envisions a space
that would accommodate
USC’s band, a enhanced
Gamecock Walk when the
team arrives at the stadium
and “an area where you
can throw a Frisbee and a
football before the game,”
Hyman said.
However, there are some
that don’t agree with the
pla ns to spend m illions
of dol la rs on at h let ic
equ ipment. W hen a n
article was posted about
the planned renovations
on TheState.com, many
readers wrote in with angry
comments.
O ne reader w rote, “ I
u nderstand t he posit ive
benef its that come from
a good athletic program,
but the law school (as well
as many ot her academic
bu i ld i ng s) a re l iter a l ly
falling apart at t he
seams. Bet ween this and
t he I nnov ista debacle, I
question the priorities at
the University.”
Yet another reader adds,
“Amazing how these rich
people will give millions
for football but won’t give
a dime to help lower tuition
cost.”
Hy m a n on t he ot her
hand, thinks this is going to
give a step up to the entire
University.
“To whom much is given,
much is required,” Hyman
said. “Our responsibilit y
is to give our coaches the
resources, and t hen our
expectations change.”
Comments on this story?
E-m a i l s a g c k n ew @m a i l b ox.
sc.edu

Funding ● Continued from 1
In recent years,
candidates have surpassed
the limit, but not
necessarily by much.
St udent Body President
Mered it h Ros s sa id she
spent arou nd $2,20 0 on
he r c a mp a ig n . St ude nt
Body Vice President Alex
St r o m a n s a id he s p e nt
around $1,500.
“The costs are defi nitely
a huge deter rent ,” Sen.
Megan Ananian said. “How
am I going to pay $500 for
T-shirts to run when I can
barely pay for my meals
this week? We’re college
students.”
Comments on this story?
E-m a i l s a g c k n ew @m a i l b ox.
sc.edu
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LOCAL & WORLD NEWS
INTERNATIONAL

LOCAL

Death toll numbers questioned

Challenger leaves Senate race

TITANYEN, Haiti — Haiti issued wildly confl icting
death tolls for the Jan. 12 earthquake on Wednesday,
adding to confusion about how many people actually
died — and to suspicion that nobody really knows.
A day after Communicat ions Minister MarieLaurence Jocelyn Lassegue raised the official death
toll to 230,000, her office put out a statement quoting
President Rene Preval as saying 270,000 bodies had
been hastily buried by the government following the
earthquake.
A press officer withdrew the statement, saying there
was an error, but re-issued it within minutes. Later
Wednesday, the ministry said that due to a typo, the
number should have read 170,000.
Even t hat d id n’t clear t h i ngs up. I n t he late
afternoon, Preval and Lassegue appeared together at
the government’s temporary headquarters.
Preval, speaking English, told journalists that the
number was 170,000, apparently referring to the number
of bodies contained in mass graves.
Lassegue interrupted him in French, giving a number
lower than she had given the previous day: “No, no, the
official number is 210,000.”
Preval dismissed her.
“Oh, she doesn’t know what she’s talking about,” he
said, again in English.
Whatever the death toll, there is no doubt it is one of
the highest in a modern disaster.
A third of Haiti’s 9 million people were crowded
into the chaotic capital when the quake struck just to
the southwest a few minutes before 5 p.m. Many were
preparing to leave their offices or schools. Some 250,000
houses and 30,000 commercial buildings collapsed,
according to government estimates, many crushing
people inside.
For days, people piled bodies by the side of the road
or left them half-buried under the rubble. Countless
more remain under collapsed buildings, identified only
by a pungent odor.

The lead Democratic challenger to U.S. Sen. Jim
DeMint said Wednesday he is dropping out of the race.
Rock Hill attorney Chad McGowan, 38, said he
decided his 8-year-old twin daughters and 4-year-old
son must be his focus.
“If I couldn’t be fully committed to running or the
job of being in the Senate, it would be a disservice to
the people of South Carolina.”
He said he wanted to “clear the decks for someone
else.”
DeMint, R-S.C., faces re-election in November.
McGowan said he sent a letter to donors Monday
offering to send them a refund, adding he’s raised about
$250,000 since officially entering the race last October.
“I don’t want anyone to feel burned,” he said.
The latest filings to the Federal Election Commission
show that, as of Dec. 31, he had raised about $197,300
but had $91,800 cash on hand, after spending $105,500.
DeMint, by contrast, had raised $2.3 million this
election cycle and had $3.2 million cash.
Mc G owa n s a id mone y played no p a r t i n h i s
decision. His June primary opponent, Mike Ruckes
of Summerville, had raised nearly $2,300 as of last
quarter.
“You made my day,” Ruckes said Wednesday when a
reporter gave him the news. “Now that he’s cleared the
field, I’m the guy standing tall.”
State Democratic Party Chairwoman Carol Fowler
said someone else may enter the race.
“He just realized this was not a good fit for him,
this particular campaign at this particular time,” she
said about McGowan. “It’s better that he should get
out sooner rather than later. ... There’s certainly still a
possibility of defeating DeMint.”

Rodrigo Abd / The Associated Press

Statistics released concerning Haiti earthquake are still
uncertain, leading to doubts over country’s recovery.

Jason Redmond / The Associated Press

Dr. Conrad Murray faces charges of manslaughter
concerning the death of Michael Jackson.

NATIONAL

Jackson’s doctor awaits trial
L AS VEGAS — The doctor facing a ma nslaughter
charge in singer Michael Jackson’s death has returned to
Nevada to resume his medical practice and await trial, his
representatives said Wednesday.
Dr. Conrad Murray was in Las Vegas making arrangements
to work from another physician’s office pending an April 5
evidentiary hearing in Los Angeles, said Miranda Sevcik,
spokeswoman for Murray and his lawyer, Edward Chernoff.
Chernoff vowed in a Web posting that Murray “is going
to keep practicing medicine.”
“We’re not sharing the location because the doctor’s
primary concern is for his patients’ privacy,” Sevcik said
from Houston.
Murray moved his practice, Global Cardiology Associates,
out of a Las Vegas office building in August, said Mary
Russell, property manager for the building across Flamingo
Road from Desert Springs Hospital.
Murray, a 56-year-old cardiologist, also continues to
operate the medical practice in Houston that he resumed in
November, Chernoff said.
Murray is licensed to practice medicine in Nevada, Texas
and California, although the California Medical Board is
preparing to seek removal of his license there.
The Nevada Board of Medical Examiners has no history of
disciplinary action against Murray, who obtained a Nevada
medical license in 1999, said Douglas Cooper, interim board
executive. Murray’s license is set to expire June 30, 2011.
Cooper said he could not disclose if any new investigations
involving Murray were under way.
“He has an active license in the state of Nevada,” Cooper
said.
Murray pleaded not guilty Monday in Los Angeles to an
involuntary manslaughter charge carrying the possibility of
up to four years in prison.

— The Associated Press

Courtesy of www.chadmcgowan.com

Chad McGowan cites his family and children as his reasons
for leaving the race for South Carolina’s Senate seat.
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Awareness raised
through ‘Pink Zone’
Diag nosed ever y t hree m inutes and w it h deat hs
every 13 minutes, breast cancer is the second leading
cause of death among women . In our country, breast
cancer awareness has been promoted to encourage those
overcoming and fighting breast cancer. There are many
organizations and schools that help take action, and USC
is one of them, hosting breast cancer awareness at the
women’s basketball game.
T h is upcom i ng Su nday,
Spend Feb. 14, t he Colonial Life
A rena w il l a lso be k now n
Valentine’s Day as t he “Pink Zone.” Sout h
Carolina’s women’s basketball
warming the hearts coach Dawn Staley and the
at h let ic depa r t ment a re
up with the WBCA’s
of those fighting teaming
national Pink Zone events to
benefit the Kay Yow/WBCA
breast cancer.
Cancer Fund. This is in honor
of legendary NC State coach
Kay Yow, who is an inspiration to those fighting with
breast cancer. Zeta Tau Alpha sorority is also encouraging
students to go, since their philanthropy is breast cancer
awareness.
It is great that USC is hosting this t ype of event,
especially during a basketball game that expects a good
attendance. The 3 p.m. game will be nationally televised
by ESPN2, so with this national recognition there should
be a bigger crowd than usual. There will also be free
food, T-shirts and shuttles from various locations on
campus, so these incentives should be enough to want to
attend.
So, instead of spending an afternoon on Valentine’s
Day at lunch or at a movie, take your friends or significant
other to the basketball game. Not only will it be a
good time, but it will be great encouragement for those
struggling with breast cancer. Spend Valentine’s Day
warming the hearts of those fighting breast cancer and
promoting a good cause in honor of those who have
passed or overcome.

IT’S A WUNDERFUL LIFE

First lady overexposes her ordeal
Name calling, bad-mouthing on tour
tarnishes Jenny Sanford’s clean image
Jenny Sanford has a reason to be mad.
Her husba nd, t he u nfait hf u l Mark
Sanford, made headlines by disgracing
himself, his family and the state of South
Carolina.
A fter f iling for divorce
in December, the first lady
of South Carolina released
a book, her memoir entitled
“Staying True.”
In support of her book,
Je n n y S a n f o r d r e c e nt l y
Michael
appeared on talk shows across
Wunderlich the cable television spectrum
Third-year
discussing her hardships and
broadcast
her marriage’s unfortunate
journalism
end.
student
On “Larr y K ing Live,”
Jenny Sanford talked about how she kicked
the governor out of the house, how she found
out about his affair and how she’s remained
strong through the past six months.
I understand the hurt feelings that come
along with discovering one’s significant other
has been unfaithful, and I even understand
the desire for retribution or justice.
But I do not agree with Jenny Sanford’s
national appearances that are designed to
support her book.
She has appeared not only on “Larry King
Live,” but also on “The Daily Show” and
“The View,” answering questions about her
failed relationship.
Listening to her talk about the governor’s
infidelities is almost like listening to a girl
in my geology class complain to her friend

about her boyfriend.
While not nearly on the same level of
seriousness, they both still complain about
how cheap the guy is and how he never
spends time with them.
Granted, what the governor did was flatout wrong on every level, but I feel that
Jenny Sanford is also being a little childish
by discussing her relationship on a national
level, and in such detail.
Case in point, she told Jon Stewart on
“The Daily Show” that “There is nobody
cheaper than this guy” when talking about
Mark Sanford.
That may very well be, but I don’t see the
real need to go around parading the fact that
the governor was stingy with money.
In June, Jenny Sanford blamed gay
marriage as a cause for her husband’s affair.
Citing the declining moral values in
America, she said, “Of course I’m not saying
that Mark is gay, but he may as well be.”
Statements like those lead me to believe
that this really isn’t a woman that’s portraying
herself as a strong, morally superior woman,
but rather a girl who’s had her heart broken
and her marriage shattered by the selfish and
irresponsible wants of a thoughtless man.
I feel that heartbreak and disappointment
are a major part of life.
We have to learn how to deal with loss and
how to accept things that don’t happen like
we’ve envisioned.
In Jenny Sanford’s scenario, this is the
ultimate test of her strength: to remain
above the name calling and bad-mouthing
of her already disgraced husband and set an
example to others as someone who can rise
above such a colossal setback as this.

State’s economic standing unaffected by school
South Carolina unable to compete
internationally despite being home
to nation’s top business program
On Monday, The Daily Gamecock featured an
interesting juxtaposition. The front page featured
a story about the impressive performance of the
Moore School of Business on the international
stage. A story on the third page detailed how traffic
at the port of Charleston has decreased 37 percent
over the past five years while business has boomed
in nearby Savannah, Ga.
The state with the world-renowned business
school should have the capability to fend off
competition from its neighbor, right? One would
hope that, although some graduates are sure to leave
the state, enough would stick around to prevent such
a coup from occurring.
This suggests two possibilities: either the Moore
School does not live up to its billing, or USC needs
to re-examine its role in the state. Considering

the endless parade of accolades the Moore School
accrues from several reputable sources, the former
possibility is extremely unlikely.
The answer, then, would seem to
be that USC is failing to substantially
benefit the state’s economic standing.
If South Carolina can’t defend its
territory on the international business
stage — the stage on which we should
have a hefty advantage according to
everyone from the Financial Times to
Peter
Schaeffing The Princeton Review — then what
Third-year
is our mission as a university? Are we
economics
to be a hub for temporary economic
student
activity, with a constant cycle of
4- and 2-year residents churning
through Columbia and fueling its economy? Or are
we to be an engine for broader, sustained growth,
with our graduates filling the gaps around the
Palmetto State to improve its economic footing?
In a generalized sense, are we meant to educate
all comers regardless of where they will end up, or
should we make an attempt to keep graduates from

About The Daily Gamecock

IT’S YOUR RIGHT
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s
Viewpoints page is to stimulate
discussion in the University of South
Ca r o l i n a c o m m u n i t y. A ll p u b l i s h e d
authors are expected to provide logical
arguments to back their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages
readers to voice opinions and offers three
methods of expression: letters to the
editor, guest columns and feedback on
dailygamecock.com.
Letters and guest columns should be
submitted via e-mail to gamecockeditor@
sc.edu. Letters must be 200 to 300 words
in length and include the author’s name,

year in school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders and
USC faculty members to submit guest
c o l u m n s . C o l u m n i s t s s h o u l d ke e p
submissions to about 50 0 words in
length and include the author’s name and
position. Guest columns are limited to
three per author per semester.
The editor reserves the right to edit
and condense submissions for length
and clarity, or not publish at all.
All submissions become the property
of The Daily Gamecock and must
conform to the legal standards of USC
Student Media.

CORRECTIONS
If you find an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock, let us
know about it. E-mail sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu and we will print the
correction in our next issue.

all disciplines for the state’s benefit?
As an out-of-state student with little intention of
sticking around once a diploma is in my hand, I have
no room to talk.
However, there’s a reason I’m here. USC recruits
out-of-state students aggressively. There’s nothing
wrong with that; in fact, it is a major advantage to
have a student body with a diversity of backgrounds.
The key is that the recruitment stops once
students are enrolled. USC has made no indication
that it would like to see me stay a South Carolinian
after May 2011. This might not be an issue if the
charm of the state alone kept a large share of outof-state and nearly all in-state students in South
Carolina after college, but that simply does not
happen.
Out of fairness to the taxpayers who support this
institution, USC should make a stronger attempt to
prevent students from defecting after graduation.
South Carolina has an indispensable resource
located right in the middle of it, but until it puts
pressure on USC to make an effort to retain
students in the state it will never reap the benefits.

Last week, after missing the
surprise John Mayer concert,
my best friend declared that
she was going to have to
begin “tweeting.” For those
of you who don’t know what
“tweeting” is, it’s the action
of updating your status on
Twitter. Basically, all you
do is inform people of what
you’re doing or feeling — just
another way to distract and
dehumanize us.
It’s bad
enough t hat
society is
becoming
increasingly
addicted to the
I nt e r ne t a nd
Lauren
texting — now
Hadley
we’re tweeting.
First-year
The majorit y
visual
of u s — a nd
communications
y e s I ’m j u s t
student
as g u ilt y —
are constantly texting and
wast ing an hour or more
a day checking our e-mail
accounts, harvesting our crops
on Farmville, partaking in a
little “harmless” Facebook
stalking and chatting with
friends. Some things need
to be said face-to-face. By
communicating electronically
we lose the ability to convey
emotions, and emotion is the
most important aspect of the
messages we send each other.
We’re quickly forgetting that
verbal communication exists,
relying on our fingers to talk
for us.
Social tweeting is just the
uploading and reading of your
own status and those of others.
Correct me if I’m wrong, but
can’t you do that on Facebook?
Why burden yourself with
yet another social network
account that you feel the need
to constantly keep up with?
Facebook enables you to do
all that Twitter does — and
more — so why bother with it?
Minimal diversion is optimal.
Aside from being
dist ract ing, Tw it ter isn’t
necessarily safe. There are
creepy people out there who
aren’t stable. By t weeting
where you are and what you’re
doing, anyone who wants to
find you has the ability to
do so. From that perspective
Facebook isn’t much better;
however, the difference with
Facebook is that it serves a
nu mb e r of ot he r u s e f u l
purposes such as keeping in
contact with old friends and
sharing your life with those
who are far away.
What’s next? If we’re not
careful we’re going to continue
this snowball effect until we’re
completely engulfed in virtual
communication, relinquishing
all communication to our
keyboards. Stop the snowball
from running us over; Twitter
is where we need to draw the
line.
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“Humor is just another defense
against the universe.”
—Mel Brooks
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best ways to show your affection. Describe how you
felt when you met your Valentine, and reminisce about
some of your favorite shared memories. Or maybe try
your hand at writing a poem. Shakespeare would say
to go with a sonnet, but making your Valentine smile
with a limerick or a haiku could be just as rewarding
and showcase the uniqueness of your personalities and
relationship.

5 Valentine’s Day things
we’re obsessing
about
this
E
P
A
T
week
X
I
M

Scrapbook
Sometimes it’s hard to make an elaborate gesture on
a college budget. For any relationship that’s been going
on for at least a few months, or a few social occasions,
Facebook has probably provided you with plenty of
photographs of you and your significant other. Why
not grab some scissors, construction paper and a grab
bag of arts and crafts supplies
and come up with a way to
scrapbook your relationship?
Feature your favorite places,
inside jokes, any trips you
may have taken or anything
else that represents your
relationship. It’s the perfect
way to show your Valentine
how much the time you’ve
spent together has meant in
a fun and creative way.

Coupons

Jimmy Gilmore and Kelsey Pacer

MIX EDITOR AND ASSISTANT MIX EDITOR

Exotic chocolates
Chocolate is one of the most traditional ways to treat
your sweetheart. Most people go with milk, dark or
white versions, but confectioners have been creating
new and unique blends to savor. There are bars flavored
with curry, chili pepper, lavender and even bacon. If
you have a Valentine who loves chocolate and is open to
new things, why not pick up an assortment of unusually
flavored chocolate bars? They are available at Target,
Walmart and many specialty stores. The best part of this
gift is that it can be as traditional or creative as you want,
bringing soothing milk chocolate together with the fun
of trying out a new kind of dessert.

Cooking dinner
Food seems to be one of the go-to expressions of love
when trying to impress a Valentine. Most go for the
expensive night out, complete with dim lights and costly
meal. The downside to this is that restaurants overflow
with couples, especially with the romantic day falling
on a weekend this year. If you’re looking for a more
intimate evening, give your kitchen a good workout.
Make something elaborate and daring. Even if it tastes
horrible, it still took time and energy, and isn’t that what
a romantic gesture is really all about?

Love letters
Judging by commercials, the
best method of pleasing your
Valent ine is to shower him
or her with gifts — mainly
flowers, candy and jewelry.
Howe ver, w r it i ng a
s weet a nd hone st
note is one of the

A ll boy f riends and
girlfriends love to ask for
certain favors. A thoughtful
and inexpensive gift idea is
to make a coupon book.
The way it work s is
y o u r Va l e n t i n e
trades in a
coupon, and you
per for m t he
task or chore.
A f e w ide a s
are massages,
pick ing up
things at the
store, car
washes and
anything else
you know your
sweetheart
w o u l d
appreciate.
Just don’t go
overboard
and put down
something
you’l l reg ret
later.

Comments on this story?
E-mail sagcketc@sc.edu

Hollywood distorts
audiences’ perceptions
of love, relationships
Neal Hughes

STAFF WRITER

A marriage’s outcome today can
be predicted by the f lip of a coin,
indicating love’s dilapidated state.
Granted, there is a plethora of reasons
for this staggering statistic, but one
reason that protrudes out of the abyss of
excuses is that people have unrealistic
expectations about love.
These expectations can stem from
anything, but one of the most likely

culprits for this ignorant optimism
is Hollywood. With Valentine’s Day
around the corner, it’s appropriate to
examine the misconceptions fed to the
public through cinema.
However, being a romantic cretin,
I sought my brother’s girlfriend’s top
ten movies, which looks like a Lifetime
mov ie ma r at hon schedu le. A f ter
picking her brain and deciding never
to ask her opinion on a movie again, I
came away with expansive knowledge
of Hollywood’s emotional perversion,
more commonly diagnosed as love.
Certain clichés are terrible offenders,
but the biggest miscreant is the idea
of “love longshots.” The “longshots”
situation occurs when a boy who makes
less than Gandhi ends up falling in love
with a girl way out of his tax bracket.
Du r i ng t he mov ie, t he stor y

constantly reminds us the boy has a zest
for life and fascinating characteristics.
It would only seem natural for the
girl to disregard his lack of disposable
income and blindly fall for him.
“Titanic” f irst popularized t his
misconception, later re-imagined in
“The Notebook.” Sure this makes for
a “heartwarming” tale, but let’s be
realistic for a second. If said Romeo
resides in the local trailer park, that’s
a deal breaker regardless of how many
times he stands on the bow and declares
he is in fact the “king of the world.”
T he second a nd le s s of fen sive
delusion usually follows t he basic
skeleton that a person’s past volatile
relationship is a much better alternative
to the current healthy and happy one.
Muses ● 8

Courtesy of MCT

Movies like “Titanic” give people a false sense of reality
when it comes to love overcoming all obstacles.
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Reese Witherspoon best demonstrates this
tendency in “Sweet Home Alabama.” She
spends 80 minutes of the movie fighting with
her ex-husband until she fi nally gets struck
by lightning (wishful thinking) and decides
to repeat her mistake, playing tonsil hockey
with what could pass as one of the mountain
men in “Deliverance.”
Following these transgressions closely is
the blunder that an unapologetic jerk will
have a complete turnaround and become
the ideal choice for a long-term emotional
investment.
“What Women Want” and “The Ugly
Truth” are among the few that explore this
theme. This hope for a turnaround has
accounted for an unnecessary amount of

idiots getting laid at Dollar Drink Night at
Pavlov’s.
Sadly, there are many more misconceptions
Hollywood feeds us that we accept without
question, such as the idea that a good line
will fi x everything. (Yes, I am looking at you,
“Jerry Maguire” and “Notting Hill.”)
It’s not t hat I have any t hing against
romantic movies — they help me figure out
what I do not like in a movie — but every
now and again it is necessary to shed light on
their lack of realism. This Valentine’s Day
we should take a long, hard look at love and
watch a movie that portrays an experience all
of us will go through: “The Breakup.”

New Releases This Week
DVDs
A Serious Man (2009)
The Time Traveler’s Wife (2009)
Couple’s Retreat (2009)
The Stepfather (2009)
Bronson (2009)
Serious Moonlight (2009)
Endgame (2009)
JAG: The Final Season
Stargate SG-U: 1.0
Army Wives: The Complete
Third Season
Gary Unmarried: The Complete
First Season

Comments on this story?
E-mail sagcketc@sc.edu

CDs
Soldier of Love — Sade
Heligoland — Massive Attack
Live in Las Vegas — Dave Matthews & Tim
Reynolds
Haywire — Josh Turner
Tonight — tobyMac
Valentine’s Day (Original Motion Picture
Soundtrack)
The Rainwater LP — Citizen Cope
Another Round — Jaheim
Somewhere in Time — Reckless Kelly
Dejarte de Amar — Camila
Mechanize — Fear Factory

Courtesy of MCT

Actress Reese Witherspoon stars in the romantic comedy “Sweet Home Alabama” whose
plot lines suggests that the obviously “wrong guy” will suddenly turn it around.

Oscars need makeover
Low-rated awards ceremony
should mimic exciting aspects
of rating- dominant Super Bowl
Mary McNamara
MCT Campus

Wear a headband to college hoops games from
Feb. 21–28 and show your support for the fight
against cancer.

LOS ANGELES — When anyone talks
about Oscar ratings, they inevitably mention
the Super Bowl, as in “The Oscar telecast is
second only to the Super Bowl.” So why is
it that when critics and pundits write their
inevitable “how to fix the Oscar telecast”
piece, we never seem to address the actual
competition? This year, Super Bowl ratings
broke all records: not surprising, since the

game had not only the draw of the Manning
dynasty, but also all the inspirational back
story of New Orleans. Not since Notre
Dame won it for the Gipper has a game been
so laden with sentimental possibility.
Seeing numbers like these — more than
the finale of “M*A*S*H,” people! — the
producers of this year’s Oscar telecast, Adam
Shankman and Bill Mechanic, would be
foolish if they didn’t liberally lift as much
from the Super Bowl as they do from the
Emmys or, heaven forbid, the Tonys.
This year’s Oscars has its own dynasty
element — Jeff Bridges is up for lead actor
— and if there’s no direct New Orleans
reference, two of the best picture nominees
Oscars ● 10

Text ‘HOOPS’ to 44144 for a chance to win!

Support Coaches vs. Cancer by purchasing team-specific I Love
College Hoops headbands at campus bookstores or athletic
department team shops. For more information and contest rules
visit ilovecollegehoops.com.

Courtesy of Oscars.com

Funnymen Alec Baldwin and Steve Martin are hosting this year’s Oscar Awards.
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Calendar of Events
AROUND CAMPUS
What: Study Abroad information

tables

When: 9 a.m.
Where: Russell

House Lobby

What: Valentine’s Day tabling for

Women of Zimbabwe

When: 10 a.m.
Where: RH Lobby

What: Carolina Debate Union
debate
When: 6 p.m.
Where: RH, Room 322/326
What: Delta Sigma Theta
Sweetheart Auction
When: 6 p.m.
Where: BA, Room 005
SPORTS SCHEDULE

What: Phi Mu Philanthropy
When: 10 a.m.
Where: Outside

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

RH Theater

What: Vagina Monologues tabling
When: 11 a.m.
Where: Greene

SOFTBALL

Street

February 12
College of Charleston
5 p.m.

What: Treasurer Workshops
When: 4:30 p.m.
Where: RH, Room

322/326

MEN’S BASKETBALL

February 13
Georgia
4 p.m.
Athens, Ga.

What: Student Circle meeting
When: 5 p.m.
Where: RH, Room

Whiteboard ● By Bobby Sutton / The Daily Gamecock

205

The Scene

Spurned ● By Jarad Greene / The Daily Gamecock

Mississippi
7 p.m.

SRSLY RECORDS PRESENTS: THE ARTICHOKES,
HELLO TOMORROW, CHERRY CASE, ATTALAYA, THE
FLOURESCENTS AND GRAYSCALE
7 p.m., $5
The White Mule, 1530 Main St.

TODAY

TOMORROW

WADSWORTH & FRIENDS CONCERT SERIES W/
EDWARD ARRON
7 p.m., $35
Columbia Museum of Art, 1515 Main St.

USC’S GOT TALENT
8 p.m., Free
Strom Thurmond Fitness and Wellness
Center

INNOVATIVE WORKS
7:30 p.m., $16
Drayton Hall Theatre, 1214 College St.

CROWNS
8 p.m., $25
Trustus Theatre, 520 Lady St.

DANGERMUFFIN, THEE MAD FROGS, ALIEN
CARNIVAL AND PLASTIC FANTASTIC LOVER
7:30 p.m., $5 over 21 / $7 under 21
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.

A SINGLE MAN
3 and 8 p.m., $6.50
Nickelodeon Theatre, 937 Main St.

02/11/10

HOROSCOPES

1234567890-=
ARIES Everyone shifts
gears. Social contacts occur in
private. Emotional moments
happen in public.
TAURUS

W ho’s on
first? Not you? That’s because
you’ve rounded t hird and
you’re on the way home, with
just the score you wanted.

GEMINI Relationships
undergo a shift from
contentment to excitement.
You better understand your
own needs.

C A NCER

Social
contacts soothe your feelings
and allow you to balance work
with the rest of your schedule.

L EO A fema le’s pla n
remains out of focus until you
adjust your sights.
V IRG O Work on a
close relationship today. You
understand on an empathetic
level.
LIBR A Balance. You
want love to dominate the
scene, but you have work to
do.
SCORPIO Focus on
feelings — it will be hard to
do anything else. Own what’s
yours, and listen to family
members.
SAGIT TARIUS A
female decides to go in a new

direction. Remember, the two
of you are not connected at
the hip.

C A PR ICORN
I f y o u’ v e b e e n s e e k i n g
independence, today can set
you on that path in surprising
ways.

AQUA R I US You r
weekend plans get ahead of
your end-of-the-week work
schedule. Keep your mind on
today’s tasks.
PISCES On a personal
le v e l , y ou’r e s t a y i n g
comfortable. A n associate
jumps into a shocking new
relationship.

02/11/10

Solution from 02/10/10

ACROSS
1 Big theme park
star
6 Fancy dance
10 Cookie fruit
14 Fabulous
storyteller
15 Reed instrument
16 Katz of “Hocus
Pocus”
17 Mill input
18 Two-time 1980s
skating gold
medalist
19 German wheels
20 Theft with a
clean getaway?
23 Bruise treatment
24 Corpulence
25 Filling the shelves
with no leftover
merchandise or
space?
30 Manx, for one
31 Insult
32 Attractive locale
36 Short range
38 Play for time
41 [It’s gone!]
42 No-frills
44 Word repeated in
a famous FDR
quote
46 St. whose
northernmost
division is
Boundary County
47 Loud signal when
the fries are done?
51 Without means
of support?
54 Mil. rank
55 Yoko?
60 Take too much
of, brieﬂy
61 Fictional
plantation
62 They have their
pride
64 Ascend
65 __ Valley:
Reagan Library
site
66 1940s-’50s NFLer
__ “Crazylegs”
Hirsch
67 Turndowns
68 Carrier since
1948
69 Heads to sea
DOWN

1 Droop
2 Bierce deﬁnes it
“His”
3 “__ stands now ...”
4 Inlaid work
5 Market advances
6 Get a spare,
perhaps
7 Irish Rose’s guy
8 Plenty
9 Doesn’t bother
with
10 Suspense movie
sound
11 Rock and Roll
Hall of Fame
architect
12 Epithet for many
leaders, with “the”
13 Frivolous
21 Diamond et al.
22 Mine stratum
25 Line crosser of a
sort
26 “Later”
27 Plains natives
28 Enthusiast
29 Plant connection
33 Prepare to strike,
snake-style
34 It can’t be
understood until
it’s broken
35 Whence the wise

Solution for 02/10/10

men?
37 Some crop
dusters
39 Sign before Virgo
40 End
43 Either of two
ﬁlmmaking
brothers
45 Grandly entertains
48 Fly over Africa?
49 Go after with vigor
50 Hun king
51 He was inducted
into the
International
Tennis Hall of

Fame the same
year as Billie Jean
52 Music player
53 Strike __:
model
56 Funny
Bombeck
57 Leave in a
hurry,
slangily
58 Actress
Petty
59 Hydroxyl
compound
63 Method: Abbr.

Oscars ● Continued from 8
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— “The Blind Side” and
“Precious: Based on t he
Novel ‘Push’ by Sapphire”
— tell stories of exceptional
i nd i v idu a l s overc om i n g
horrendous obstacles. And
“The Blind Side” is about
football, which lends the
following suggestions even
more credence.
G e t Pe y t o n M a n n i n g
and Brett Favre involved.
They’re quarterbacks, and
what do quarterbacks do?
They direct. Have t hem
present best director. Who
wouldn’t watch that? Tell me
you wouldn’t watch that.
Don’t have hosts; have
commentators. Just once
wouldn’t it be nice to have
the hosts say what we’re all
thinking? Like “Well, Steve,
many people think that [fi ll
in the blank] deserved that
one, but you have to keep in
mind the academy’s soft spot
for [sports films/Holocaust
films/George Clooney].”
If Steve Mar t in a nd
A lec Ba ldw i n don’t feel
comfortable with this, why
not h ave a few c ut away
m o m e nt s t o a n “ O s c a r
Center” where Hollywood
pu ndits could do a lit t le
b l o w- b y- b l o w a n a l y s i s .
“Those early w ins for
‘Avat a r’ have rea l ly ju st
sucked the oxygen out of the
room, Jim.”
“A re you thinking what
I’m thinking, Katie?”
“Absolutely — ‘Return of
the King, Part Two.’”
“It’s going to be a long
evening.”
Get a sponsor for
t hose cutaway moment s,
something that will pay the
bills but not undercut the
grandeur of film. Kodak, say,
or Trader Joe’s.
Get better ads. Face it,
half of us watch the Super
Bowl for the ads. Maybe the
Oscars can’t woo Google,
but you’d think members of
the film committee would
want to do their part to up
t he rat ings. Does Mer yl
carr y A merican Express?
Has Leo ever enjoyed a Diet

Coke? Meanwhile, Conan
O’Brien, I understand, has
some time on his hands.
Have The Police or some
other geezer band play a set
in the middle of the show.
That film about Joan Jett
just debuted at Sundance
— w h at ’s s he up t o? It
couldn’t be odder than Hugh
Jac k m a n’s non- s equ it u r
salute to aged musicals last
year.
I know we can’t encourage
dramatic injuries, but a few
bloopers wou ld be n ice.
Especially if you can replay
them a few times.
W h at ’s w r o n g w it h a
little confrontation? If your
actor/producer/screenwriter
d o e s n’t w i n , d e m a n d a
recount. The president of
the academy is right there.
More excitement from the

winners. One of the biggest
problems with the Oscars is
that very few people seem
genu i nely t h r i l led when
they win. They blink and
cry and compliment their
fellow nominees; they say
they never thought they’d
w in, don’t have a speech
and proceed to thank their
agents, which is a crashing
bore and frankly insulting.
Seriously, if the possibility of
winning an Oscar does not
excite you enough to prepare
a really good acceptance
speech, then I suggest you
withdraw your name from
consideration.
Or take a look at some
post-game interviews and
man the heck up.

Courtesy of Oscars.com

Efforts are needed to improve the excitement as well as
the amount of viewers of the Oscars ceremony this year.
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Role players spark victory
Muldrow, Raley-Ross ignite
second-half comeback
James Kratch

ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR
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Junior Sam Muldrow dunks against UF.

ne /
oha

Chris Keohane / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

second half, Raley-Ross’ back-to-back threes
pulled Carolina back to within a point for the
first time since Chandler Parsons’ putback slam
made it 7-6 at the 16:31 mark of the first.
“Obviously Brandis is going to stand out
tonight,” Horn said. “He was huge, made a ton
of really big shots for us in the second half. He
stepped up and took some really big shots for
us, and made them for us.”
Tired of seeing Raley-Ross pass up open
shots, Horn said he threatened to bench the
senior guard if he faked another shot. The
message got through.
“He told me he was going to take me out
if I didn’t shoot it,” Raley-Ross said. “I let it
fly. I knew then, they’re going up no matter
what.”
A Downey jumper gave USC (14-9, 5-4)
its first lead since the first four minutes
of the game at 51-50. Florida (17-7, 6-4)
would tie it up twice in the next few
seconds at 51-51 and 53-53, but once
Ramon Galloway knocked down a
three-pointer with 6:28 remaining, it
was lights out for the Gators, who went
ice cold as USC went on a 17-6 run to put
the game away, leading by as many as 11 at one
point in the final minute before grabbing the
six-point win.
The game was hailed crucial for both teams
in terms of building a resume as the days wind
down toward the NCAA Tournament. This
was especially true for USC, which was coming
off a poor outing at Tennessee, facing a team
ahead of them in the division and searching
for a win against a quality opponent not
named Kentucky.
They got what they needed.
“This one was huge for a lot of reasons,”
Horn said. “This is a really, really big win.”
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Ever since SEC play started, USC has
been looking for someone to assert himself
as a reliable second scoring option to Devan
Downey, finding only inconsistent results.

On Wednesday night, Carolina got a second
option. And a third.
Downey led Carolina once again with
24 points in a 77-71 triumph over Florida,
but USC owed a lot to his teammates Sam
Muldrow and Brandis Raley-Ross en route to
its first win in league play without its star guard
going off for at least 30 points.
“For us, just a terrific team win and team
effort,” USC coach Darrin Horn said. “Devan
has been so good and so special, that sometimes
the effort our entire team is putting forth and
the games we have won and what we needed to
do to win was a little overlooked.”
Muldrow did most of his 16-point, eightrebound damage in the first half, while
Raley-Ross got the bulk of his 20 points in
the second. Both were instrumental in a game
USC desperately needed.
USC trailed 35-31 at halftime and was
fortunate to do so. Like Tennessee in Carolina’s
previous game, UF racked up a good deal of
easy shots, shooting a red-hot 68.2 percent in
the opening 20 minutes.
But in a manner eerily similar to the
meeting between the two teams last month in
Gainesville, every time Florida made a run and
appeared ready to break the game open, USC
found a way to stay in it, despite offensive woes.
“Like a lot of our games at halftime, it was
a situation where we had not thrown it in the
ocean,” Horn said. “We felt like we were in
there.”
And once the clock started winding down
and the pressure was on, USC found a way to
win.
“Tonight was a great example of our guys
continuing to fight and play and try to find a
way to win,” Horn said.
After falling behind by seven early in the

Comments on this story?
E-mail sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu

Thrilling contests continue to highlight rivalry
Division matchups feature
slim leads, last-second shots
Sam Davis

STAFF WRITER

Game two of the season series between
Florida and South Carolina took place on
the hardwood floors of the Colonial Life
Arena on Wednesday night.
But it didn’t look much different than
any of these two teams’ previous meetings
in the last two years: a hard-fought battle
t he whole way wit h neit her team able
to pull away until the closing seconds.
Carol i na st ayed r ight i n t he G ators’
rearview mirror the whole way until they
got hot at the perfect time, leading to the
77-71 victory at home.
Though Carolina trailed throughout
the majority of the game, they took their
first lead since the early minutes with
7:31 to go. From there, they rallied to
a seven-point lead inside four minutes,
thanks in part to senior guard Brandis
Raley-Ross shak ing off the icicles and
hitting a couple big shots. At one point,
the senior guard was 1-for-7 from outside
the arc. He hit three of his next four treys
and was gaining confidence by the minute.
Maybe it was the edginess of a burgeoning

rivalry that brought out his best.
“Its almost turning into a little rivalry
the last couple years. We expect a fight
from Florida,” Raley-Ross said. “Personnel
is kind of weird with both teams. They
have big guys and we’re a smaller team. It’s
an exciting rivalry going.”
The thrilling ending was the same as all
four contests between these two teams in
the past two years. But one very different
element was who carried the scoring load
for Carolina down the stretch. Recently,
regardless of the outcome of the game,
c o ac h Bi l l y D o nov a n’s G at or s h ave
struggled to contain Downey in the closing
minutes. This time around, whether you
credit Florida’s defense or fault Downey’s
sore ankle, he was kept under control the
entire game, and Carolina was forced to
fi nd other scoring outlets to the pull away
from the experienced Florida Gators.
There’s something about these two SEC
East rivals that makes fireworks erupt
every time they collide on the basketball
cou r t. It ’s t wo tea ms t r y i ng to claw
their way toward the top of a talented
conference and ultimately to an NCA A
Tournament birth. But it hasn’t just been
these recent contests that come down to
the wire. Florida coach Billy Donovan
recalls many meetings in the past where
these two teams fought to the very last

second.
“There’s been some great games. Even
going back when Eddie Fogler was there,
when Dave Odom was there. I remember
we lost on a shot by [Travis] Kraft out of
the corner with Eddie Fogler’s team at
the buzzer,” Donovan said. “David Lee
tipped one in one year here. We won at
the buzzer. Joakim Noah got a blocked
shot. We won at the buzzer. Last year they
threw the length of the floor. So there’s
been some really exciting games between
us.”
Ca rol i na’s si x-poi nt v ic tor y i n t he
Colon ia l Life A rena was t he la rgest
separation between these two teams since
the Darrin Horn era began at USC two
years ago. In those four games combined,
the Gamecocks lead the total tally by
one point. The season series between the
two squads once again ended in a split
with each team winning its home game.
But with both teams next to each other
in the divisional standings, maybe fate
will have these teams butting heads in a
rubber match in the SEC tournament.
Fate wouldn’t dare, would it?
Chris Keohane / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
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Freshman forward Lakeem Jackson drives
the lane Wednesday night against Florida.

USC SETS SIGHTS ON BIG DANCE
Lady Gamecocks seek resume-building win
against Mississippi State Bulldogs
Justin Warlick

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Chris Keohane / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Point guard Samone Kennedy shoots against Tennessee.

Coming off a historical road win over then-No. 14
Georgia, the South Carolina women’s basketball team
ret urns to t he Colonial Life A rena tonight to face
Mississippi State in a critical conference showdown.
With a second victory over a Top 25 opponent this
season already under their belts, the Gamecocks have
renewed hopes of a possible NCAA Tournament bid.
“[Mississippi State] is a huge game for us. I think we’re
tied as far as [conference] records are concerned,” coach
Dawn Staley said. “I think we’re the underdogs in this
one. They went to the tournament [last season] and
brought everybody back. It’s a tough game for us. They’re
very athletic, and everybody is a threat on the floor.”
However, Staley feels confident her team can remain in
contention for a tournament bid, but knows one loss could
ruin the dream of dancing in March.
Eit her way, t he i mprovement St a ley ’s tea m has
shown has been a bright spot to the second-year coach,
regardless of how the season ends. On Jan. 31, USC took
No. 5 Tennessee to the brink at home, later tacking up
consecutive road victories over Auburn and Georgia last
week.

“You can look at any games from last season and games
from this season. It’s progress,” Staley said. “We’re
playing better than we have been playing. I’m happy for
our players, and they’re seeing the fruits of their labor,
and that’s Ws.”
According to Staley, Carolina is winning because of its
ability to strive in the little things, whether it’s hitting the
putback on an offensive rebound, hitting free throws or
hustling for a loose ball.
“The thing over the past couple of weeks is that we’re
outworking people,” Staley said. “It’s the little things like
winning the hustle plays, out scratching basketball teams.
We’re doing that at later stages of that game, in a win or
lose situation.”
The players sense t he possibil it y of a potent ial
tournament bid as well.
“We know that it’s a work in progress and go through
t rials to get t hrough it,” said junior g uard Valerie
Nainima.
Nainima knows all the games left are important for
USC to earn a bid, and a single loss could drop them from
one of the coveted at-large bids.
“All the games left are so important,” Nainima said.
“We set a level for ourselves, and everybody is coming
at us. We have to go at everybody as well. In the SEC,
everybody is vying for that spot.”
Comments on this story?
E-mail sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu
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Place a Classified ad: p 803-777-3888 • f 803-777-6482 • www.dailygamecock.com

First insertion: $2.50 per line
Subsequent: $1.50 per line

classifieds

Two-line minimum
Lines average 30 characters in length

DEADLINE
Noon, 1 business day prior
to publication

Major credit cards accepted

Additional Info

Line classified ad rates

Additional options
Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available for an additional cost

E-mail: sholmes@mailbox.sc.edu • Office hours: M-F 8:30 am - 5 pm • Russell House, Rm. 343

Announcements

Housing-Rent
PLACE ON THE GREENE CONDO
2002 Greene St In 5PTS total renov. all
appl w/d balcony w/assign pkg & keyed
secue entry. Avail 8/10 $950/mo incld
water. Call Mike @ 413-2516.

TAX PREP WEEK FOR
USC STUDENTS for $70.00
From 2/15/10-2/20/10 @
1112 Harden St 5PTS
@Harden & Gervais 233-1790
1040NR, Sch D & Bank Products
are extra.

Help Wanted
Instructors
Experienced Personal Trainers
needed. Located 5 minutes from campus. PT available. Contact
Personally Fit @ 799-9455 for details..

CONDO FOR RENT 2BR 2BA
min from USC located on River.
All appl furn. $800.Avail now!
Call Matt 730-3980

Services

Help Wanted

FREE pregnancy test Call Birthright
765-0165

BARTENDING up to $250/day . No exp
nec, training prov’d 800-965-6520 X 253.

Travel

Currently seeking help for research related projects. $10/hr 20/hrs/wk. Good
computer skills, capability to work independently without supervision. Please
send resume with class schedule to
feilresearch@gmail.com

BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK
$189.00 5-DAYS or $239 7-DAYS.
All prices include: Round-trip luxury
cruise with food. Accommodations on
the island at your choice of thirteen
resorts. Appalachia Travel.
www.BahamaSun.com 800-867-5018

PREGNANT, NEED HELP?

Apartments
ON A BUDGET? Come to Cornell Arms
Apts. 2BR for $750 which inclds all
util-electric, water, cable internet.
No Sec Dep. Call Glenn 799-1442
Why wait for buses ? Live near USC &
walk to classes. rajaluri@aeliusa.com

Housing-Rent
4BR 2BA Shandon hd flrs Begin 5/10
$1345. 3BR NOW. $11095 318-0729
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